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Definitions

CFR Definition Video (stop at 1:30)

Refugee: 
“Persons who are outside
their country of origin for

reasons of feared
persucution, conflict,

generalized violance, or
other circumstances that
have seriously disturbed

public order, and as a result,
require international

protection”

Migrant: 
“Some who changes their

country of usual residence,
irrespective of the reason for

migration or legal status”

“A person who moves away
from his or her place of usual
residence, whether within a

country or across an
international border,

temporarily or permanently,
for a variety of reasons”

Asylum Seeker:
“Someone also seeking

international protection
(like a refugee) from
dangers in his or her
country, but whose

claim for refugee status
has not been deterined

legally”

https://youtu.be/vwSOds50Afk?si=5iCi5lH29fFk8bfO


Definitions
Immigrant:

“Someone who makes a concious decision to leave
his or her home and move to a foreign country with

the intention of settling there” 

This country of residence usually becomes their new
home- many reasons people move- in search for a

better life, jobs, economic reasons, family...



World Facts
12.8 MILLION people are refugees from Afghanistan or
Syria
43 MILLION people are refugees globally
Oct 8: 250,000 people have fled Lebanon to Syria due to
airstrikes.
Nigerian flooding caused 640,000 displaced and 200
plus deaths

Other: Bangladesh flooding, mpox outbreak in Africa, Yemen (Sa’ada)
flooded. 



SO COOL

Refugee State Department Data

https://buckeyemailosu-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/hodge_307_buckeyemail_osu_edu/EWXiEB0ftDRNulELNtsxNi8BqybwJnnO7bTm-bnVPmhRyg?e=VBpBLK
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, No. 17-0178 (W.D. Wash), certain refugee applicants that arrive in FY 2020 and any future fiscal years are counted toward the FY 2018 refugee 
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Recent News
SEPTEMBER

City of Columbus announced a Committee
on Immigrant and Refugee Affairs

“The Federal Emergency Management
Agency’s (FEMA) Shelter and Services

Program has awarded the city a $6.6 million
grant to provide shelter for immigrants,

refugees and asylum spakers”

 
Community Briefing- Immigrants Make

Columbus

https://youtu.be/-o8JXavRyK8?si=sG1Zf0FY_WxiIIcc&t=4829
https://youtu.be/-o8JXavRyK8?si=sG1Zf0FY_WxiIIcc&t=4829


Thoughts?

What do YOU want to
see from this committee
/ what policies should be

implemented in
Columbus



From August to September 2024
the refugees commonly entering
Columbus, OH were/ are people

displaced from Venezuela,
Afghanistan, and Congo-

However Somalian numbers
have been growing as well.

Columbus Now



Afghans
“In 1979, the Soviet Union (now Russia) invaded
Afghanistan, causing thousands of citizens to
leave their homes and become internally
Displaced Persons”
Some leave now due to family settled, links to
the US (such as serving for US military), or on
Special Immigration Visas.
Now: Extreme weather conditions, food
insecurity, abuse towards women and men, and
ongoign crisis since Afghan-Soviet war and
Afghanistan war.

Main Groups Coming to Columbus



Bhutan (Bhutanese-Nepali):
“The mintory (most refugees), Lhostampa
was targeted during an ethnic clensing in
the 1980's by a ruling ethnic groups, Durk.
In 1990, protests for democracy led to
arrest anf tortue of activist and the
Bhutanese gov’t expelled all Lhotsampas
for Bhutan” 

Some have spent years or decades in
refugee camps in Nepal

Main Groups Coming to Columbus



Burmese (Burma/ Myanmar) 
“Since 1989, this country has suffered a civil
war for decades and the gov’t is a military
dictatorship.”
August 2017: Massive scale violence against
Rohingyans broke out. Forcing more than
742,000 people (half children) to see refuge in
Bangladesh. 

Entire villages burned to the ground,
thousands of families killed/ separated...

2021 military coup/ attacks on Rohingya
community by Junta and Rebel Arakan Army.

Main Groups Coming to Columbus



DR of Congo (Congolese) 
Rebel groups fill spaces by national armies and seek to
obtain mineral wealth. 

Since 2017, in Eastern DRC, rebel groups have attacked
9,313 civilians, kidnapped 5,297, and killed at least 3,867/
millions displaced”

2022
Spike in violence in Eastern provinces of Inure, North
Kivu and South Kivu- Over 6.2 million displaced and 1
million have sought asylum in Africa. 

Oct 2023
Ongoing fighting between Congolese army and non-
state armed groups in eastern DRC- displaces
populations in South/ North Kivu 

Main Groups Coming to Columbus



Ethiopians (Ethiopia) 
Hosts Internatlly Displaced People and
Asylum Seekers (close to one million) from
South Sudan, Somalia, and Eritrea. 
Tigray Region

Amhara and Afar regions armed conflict
broke out Nov of 2020. Federal gov’t vs
regional forces. Since 1994 Ethiopia has
had a federal system in which different
ethnic groups control the affairs of 10
regions. 

Main Groups Coming to Columbus



Eritrean (Eritrea) 
The country was established in 1993, no democratic
elections were held and the gov’t remained under
the power of only one political party- the People’s
Front for Democracy and Justice. 
Now- Required indefinite national service with little
pay as well as persucution of miniority religions,
such as Pentecostal. 
One-man dictatorship- gained independence in 1993
and in 2001 Isaias closed all indpendent newspapers
and arrested journalists. Lots of forced labor and
continious human rights abuses. 

Main Groups Coming to Columbus



Iraqi (Iraq) 
Since 2003 invasion US, violence has been
brought by Islamic State terror attacks- 2014-
2017 millions were displaced. 
2014- Escalation surged when ISIS launced
attacks in northern Iraq.
Armed groups and small scale military
operations continue to carry out
unpredictable attacks throughout the country
5th most vulnerable country to climate
change and global warning

Main Groups Coming to Columbus



Somalia 
1990s

Somalia was in a civil war between Mahdi and
Aidid factions- destroyed Somalian agriculture-
leading to starvation and death. Absence of
central gov’t= failed state.
1993- Battle of Mogadishu

Feb 2023- Clashed around city of Laascaanood
caused increasing internal displacement.
Horn of Africa is facing severe drought- worst in 40
years
Refugees from Somalia have been living in refugee
camps for 30 years. 

Main Groups Coming to Columbus



Ugandan (Uganda) 
The current president, Yoweri Museveni, has held
power for 30 years. Citizens rights are contiunously
violated with police open firing on peaceful protests. 

Attacks on civil society groups
Sexual Harassment in workplace

Ugandan members of LGBTQ+ community are
discriminated against by law.

May 26- President Museveni signed a bill into
law criminilizing same-sex conduct, also a crime
of “promotion of homosexuality”

Main Groups Coming to Columbus



Syrian (Syria) 
Feb 6, 2023 two powerful earthquakes struck south-
eastern Turkiye and northern Syria.
March 2011- violent gov’t crackdown on public
demonstrations in support of teenagers who were
arrested for anti-gov’t graffitit in southern town of
Daria. These sparked public demonstrations
throughout Syria which the government violently
supressed.

Turned into a civil war- ongoing
2012-2016- Battle of Aleppo

Main Groups Coming to Columbus



During the Revolutionary War the US congress set
aside land for Canadians who served in the
Continental Army against the British. 

They set aside part of Ohio territory
67 were awarded land as most stayed loyal to the
British- the rest was returned to Congress and
auctioned off. 
100,000 acre tract

Refugee Road











Profile of the foreign-born population in 

Columbus, Ohio
Immigrant population
The foreign-born population in Columbus and Ohio represent an important and diverse share of their local
communities, many of whom live in mixed-status families. 

Children and families
Columbus Metro Area

Population at risk of deportation
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U.S. Census Bureau:

 “Selected Characteristics of the Native and Foreign-Born
Populations,” 2016 American Community Survey (ACS) 1-Year
Estimates, available through factfinder.census.gov. 

“Age and Nativity of Own Children under 18 Years in Families and
Subfamilies by Nativity of Parents,” 2016 ACS 1-Year Estimates,
available through factfinder.census.gov.

“Selected Characteristics of the Foreign-Born Population by Period
of Entry into the United States,” 2016 ACS 1-Year Estimates, available
through factfinder.census.gov.

233 Broadway, 12th Floor, New York, NY 10279 212 334 1300 

New American Economy (NAE):

 
 

“Immigrants and the Economy in . . . ,” by jurisdiction, in
“Cities, States, and Districts,” available through https://www.
newamericaneconomy.org.

vera.org

Economic and labor force contributions
Immigrants in Columbus and Ohio contribute critical tax dollars to the local economy and are indispensable
members of the workforce.
Columbus Metro Area

Sources
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Columbus Metro Area

Ohio

Ohio

268K

Labor force participation

$794 million

$383 million
 state and local taxes.

earned $4.3 
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This means immigrant-led households have 
an estimated $3.2 billion in spending
power.

92,300 immigrant workers participate
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70 percent of the city’s immigrants 
participate in the labor force, 
greater than the share among the city’s
native-born population (68 percent).

immigrants contributed
combined

immigrants contributed 
taxes.

immigrant-led households 
billion.

 in 

 in 

This means immigrant-led households have 
an estimated $11.7 billion in spending
power.
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state’s native-born population (63
percent).

285,600 immigrant workers participate
in the state’s labor force.
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https://factfinder.census.gov/
https://factfinder.census.gov/
https://factfinder.census.gov/
https://www.newamericaneconomy.org/
https://www.newamericaneconomy.org/


 Village’s
German

Italian

Hungarian

1:00, 3:56, 6:25

WOSU Hungarian Village

INTERACTIVE MAP

We went here!

https://youtu.be/GSfmSejfv8s?si=UT5VvggsVxhBz2pK
https://youtu.be/P62VZ_jsfug?si=r9ItufepTXo-bwgr&t=824
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/Viewer/index.html?appid=3707ae68c5e1494a941ff80494322aca


Hungarian Village
Area first settled by British and Nova Scotian
settlers after Congress granted these people land
for their service in the American Revolutionary War
Germans settled in this area in the mid-19th
century and into the 20th century Hungarian,
Croatian, and Italians settled in the area. 
The Hungarian Reformed Church was established
in 1913 and many more came to Columbus during
the Hungarian Revolution of 1956



Italian Village
This was one of Columbus’ first suburbs
annexed to the city in 1862. 
1896, St. John Baptist Italian Catholic Church
was established and shaped the Italian
American community.
In the early 1970s, residents took action to
preserve this village and against the threat of
more historical buildings being destroyed. 



The End


